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THEPREFACE TO 
the faithfull Readers. 


ea  Ertaine itis, (Brethren) that the 
'&5Q ſacrifice of praiſe, is a ſpecialparr 
of the true worſhipping of God: 
In offering whereof, there is two 
14, points chiefly to be confiddered: 
JEL To wir, the forme of the praiſe, 
and the ſubject whereupon the 
praiſe is grounded,Both the which 
_ to be ſought out of the booke of God : for as 
he hath raughtby his word, ſowilhe be worſhipped, 
and no otherwaies. Asto the form and manner bow 
wee ſhould praiſe God : It 1s evident, that in our 
thoughts and meditations, in our words and confe. 
rences,and in all our ations, we ſhould cyer haue a 
ſpecial reſpe ro the glory of God, and ſhould mag. 
nific his holy name.And theſe thoughts, words,and 
deeds,are diverſly conceived, and vttered by man, 
according as he is moved by the ſpuit of God:nowe 
by heavenly cogirations, glorify mg God ſecretly in 
the hearc,now by ſinging cheercfully ſongs of praiſe 
to the Lorde, nowe by-diſcourſing diumely of his 
workes, mercies or juſtice, and now by executing of 
godly interpriſcs,and leaving of monuments to the 
advancement ofhis glory : as may appeare intheſe 
divers formes of Thankſgiving vſed by Moſes, and, 
David,and other ſervants of ; A Lord.All the which 
formes of praiſe, becauſe they may be changed by | 
mans conceit and. invention, [1 hank leaue to ſpeake 
of them, and ofthe precepts which mightbe giuen 
thereof: And I come to the ſubje of thankſgiuing. 
Thclubje& or matter wherevpon the praiſes of God 
arc grounded: arc, even the divine qualities ofhis 
| TESTES > | Majcſite 
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THE PREFACE. 
Majeſtie:as his mercic,his goodnes, his loving kind- 
nes,hisjuſtice,his rrucrh, his ſtrength, his power,his | 
wiledome, his providence, his etcrnitie,and his holi- 
nes.No man can juſtly deny bur that theſe effenriall 
y_ of God are in himinfinirte, and perfire,and 
at of them, occaſion is taken of al praiſe & thank- 
givingfor his mercy is infinite and pertit, his jaſtice 
uchlike, and ſo forth of all the reſt. Neyertheles, to 
knowe wherein his mercic, his juſtice, his power, his 
providence, or other his divine qualitics appeares 
& conſiſts,it requires a deeper conſideration. There. 
fore,l haue briefly ſer downe by way of diſcourſe, 
wherein theſe wonderfull qualities of the Almighty 
doth chiefly confiſt, and ſhines to the eics of men, | 
Bur forſomuch as there be many of the forcſaid _ 
ities, which hath great affinitic wich ocher, and rhax { 
itwere to long to diſcourſe vpon every one of thens 
ſeverally: ro che end I might Lodefitien prolixitie, 
and confuſion:lhaue reduced the whole numterro 
tour ſpeciallqualitics:To wir, his bountie, goodnes, : 
and loving kindnes,[ referre to his mercie: hiseruch 
and rightcouſnes,ro his juſtice: his ſtrengrh, & om- 
aipotencic, to his power: and his preſcience, wiſe- 
domc,and government, [referre to his previdence: 
In the which qualirics alfo, ſhines clearlic his Maje- 
ſtic,holines, and ecernitie. By reading then of theſe 
ſhort diſcourſes,your harrs may be ſtirred yprofear, 
£0 admire,to reverence, and to extoll the moſt hi 
God,who is ſo confummar in all perfcQion, As allo 
pou may hereby learne,that nothing comes to paſſe 
ere yo earth, which doth not proceede, and may 
be juſtly aſcribed to one of theſe qualities of the c- 
verliuing God: who may grauntyou ercrnallglory, 
through Chriſt Icſus, Ar Edinburgh the 24.0f Apty, 
594. ycatcs. 
T ours and all the fathfulls. 
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| Raiſeyethe LORD, 

all his People, for the 
S greatnes of his mercy, 
goodnes, and louing 
kindnes towards man- 
kinde.Behold,he hath 
made ofthe carth a li- 


| - uing Creature, whome hee will haue to 


be partaker of his everlaſting glory in 
the Heauens: Even man and his poſteri- 
tie, which before his creation, was not, 
nor had no being, neither could he de- 
ſerue any benefite. O wonderfull mercy 
_ thatgaueeternall life and glory, where 
no life nor being was,nor no deſeruing: 
But yet more woonderfull mercic, that 
gaue life, where death was deſerued;: For 
Man hauing made defeRion from his 
God through diſobedience; the Lord of 
his free mercie, ſent his Sonne Chriſt Te- 
fus, of his owne naturcand ſubſtance, in 

3 the 
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the world,to take away the fins of man: 
which Ieſus Chriſt,to obey the wil of his 
father,cled him ſelfe with fleſh & bload, 
and asa gracious Redeemer, made the 
reconciliation betwixt the Lord & man-. 
kinde, by ſuffering innocentlie a ſhame= 
full death of his body . The Lord did 
choole him a people whome he knew to 
Ifai.1.2.% be ſtif-necked and diſobedient, and on 
oy x" '* the ſame,did ſhewe his great mercice,and 
ed fx beſtowed his large benefites : Hee gaue 
od. from them Commandements, but they brake 
che 12. to them, yet did hee (pare his people: Hee 
the21.the qade them promiſes, but they belecued 
wm ow them nor, yer hee performed his promi- 
—upe ſes: Hee gaue them benefites, but they 
were vnthankfull & abuſed them, yet he 
abſtracted not his benefites altopither: 
He wrought divers and wonder mt- 
racles before theircies , but they temp- 
ted him with their incredulitie , and by 
craving new miracles to be wrought, yer 
he ceaſed not to confirme their faith by 
newe miracles: They made promiſes to 
ſerue and obey him, but they kept them 
nor, yer did hee not altogither forſake 
them: Hee delivered them in their ex- 


treame troubles, but they were forget- 
full thereof, yet he left them not _ 
ence - 
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ether deſtirute : They forſooke him, atid 
gauc his glory to Idoles, the workes of 
their owne hands, but hee caſt them.nor 
away: He admoniſhed them by his Pro- 
phets, but they deſpiſed admonitions, 
yer he ſuffered, and deſtroted them not: 
Atlaſt, in his mercie he correed them, 
and when they felt his corretion , they 
cried to him for mercie and help, and he 
as 2 loving Father heard their cries, as 
though they had never offended, & had 
compaſsion on them : But ſo ſoone as 
they were relecued of their paine and 
trouble, they returned againe to their 
former iniquitie : yet the Lords wrath 
was not ſo hot kindled againſt the, but 
ſo oftas they turned to him by vnfained 
repentance, as oft hee received them a- 
gaine into his favour, and forgaue them 
all their offences, and manifolde 1niqui- 
ties, as though they had never bin com- 
mitted. This hath bene the great mercie 
and goodnes of God towards his peo- 
ple Iſraell: which remaines and ſhall re- 
mainenoleſſe towards al his choſen chil 
dren vntothe end of the world. Butler 
ys now conſider what man is of him (elf, 
on whom the Lord ſhewes ſo great mer- 
Cle; Alile creature made of theeartb, c- 
yy 4 gill 
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vil of nature, ofa(hort age,& in whome | 
there is no goodnesnormerite. On the 
other part, whatistheLord whom man 
by his ſinne offends? even the Almightic 
holy one, which hath made all thinges, 
that governs all things, and hath-power 
to preſcrue,and to deſtroyall things,O? ' 
heere then appears the exceeding great 
ſuffering, and mercie of God towards {| 
mankind: that crowns with glory & ſal- 
vation,a creature ſonaughtic, vnthank- 
ful, & rebellious. Which if thou wonldſt 
conferre (O man)with thy own mercie 
towards an other man like vnto thy ſelf, 
thou ſhouldſt doubtles be aſtoniſhed ar 
the goodnes of God, and at thy owne 
corruption, and ingratitude, For I pre- 
ſuppone,that thou being a man ofgreat 
rent and revenew, hath founde a poore : 
naked creature, deſtitute ofall worldly | 
helpe , which, thou brings vp,and giues 
vnto him all things needfu]! for his vſe, 
and life: with a ſpecial promiſe, that if he 
will honour and obey thee, thou wilt 
make him heritour of all thy lands, and 
poſſeſs1o0s.Nevertheles, the ſame naugh- 
tie creature, that hath nothing but that 
which thon of thy meere liberalitie gi- 
veſt him, will not knowe thee , nor | = 
CC 
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| thee thanks for thy benetites: But diſſo- 
baies thy commandement., deſpiſes thy 
, InjunRions, doth thee daily diſhonour, 
I & provokes thee daily vnto wrath: Far- 
ther, having forgiuen him a hudge num 
| | ber of ſuch like offences, and having re- 
|} celued his promiſe not to do the like a- 
aine: Yet all 1s for naught, he continues 
Ri in diſobeying thee, in mocking thee, 
{| indiſhonoring thee, and offending theo 
| dailyyntotheend ofhis life, What is he 
1 a vs all,that would: nor chaſe ſuch 
| |} a (ervatitoucof his houſe, as a falſe, re- 
bellious, and vnthankfull creature, and 
| giue him no part of his heritage , or do 
' him any other good deede whatſocuer? 
| But allace, The beneficence, and good- 
nes of God towards man, and mans vn- 
- thankfulnes towards God, isin a farre 
\ higher degree,without compariſon, nor 
; that which I haue alleadged by {uppo- 
| fition : For of nothing, The Lord hath 
made man equall with the Angels, there 
1s no good gift either of the body, of the 
ſpirit, or of other worldly things which 
. man hath, that hee bath not received.of 

God : TheLord hath made him a ſure 
| promiſe of eternal! life, and glory,ifhee 
will honour and obey him : if God take 
away 
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away his benefits from man, hee would | 
ſand vp poore, naked and deſolate: it he * 
= hold only his grace and favor from 
im,he wold goſtakkering like a drunke 
maa, falling in innumerable crrors, and 
inconveniences: And if the Lord would 
turne his angrie face againſt him, Man: 
ſhoula haue then no joye nor comfort, , 
bur miſerie, torment, and deſpaire; the | 
Lord wold conſume him,as the fire con- 
ſumes the dry ftubble, whilc he were vt- 
terly deſtroied. On the other part, what 
is mans rebellion, & vnthanktulnes to- | 
wards God? He thinks wickedly and vne | 
reverently1n his heart of his diuine mas- ! 
x&ſtic;he opens his mouth and pronoun- | 
ceth wickednes,and blaſphemies before 

God, and hee provokes him daily vnto 
wrath by his cvill deedes, and breaking - 
of his commandements. Yet theLordis . 

ſloweto anger, and of long ſuffering, he 
deferres his judgements, and puniſherh 
not ſinners at all times, ſo ſoone as the 
finne is committed, but giues themlea- 
ſure to repent : And vnto them whoſe 
names are writtenin the booke of life,in 
his owne time appointed in his ſecreet 
counſell, he ſends the comforter,the ſpi- 
rit of tructh, by whoſe mightic operati- 
ON 
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d | on in their hearts, he makes them turne 
© 'ynto bim by true and vnfained repen- 
1 . rance, dying vnto finne, and living vnto 
C4 rightcouſnes: Hee renewes them more 
WY and more, brideling & mortifyiug their 
4 8 corrupted and vnruly natural affe&tions, 
v7? and giving the good inſpirations, good 
's 4 mentions, and good motions; In ſuch 
© | ſort, that they daily die vnto finne, and 
- { followes atter righteouſnes: He workes 
*} tnthem a true, and aliuely faith,where- 
J by they apprehend mercie through the 
death of Teſus Chriſt, and gives them a 
| feeling in their hearts and conſciences, 
* of his favour and grace, anda ſurc hope 
; ofthe life and glory to come: Yea vnto 
* fome, hee gives a certaine foretaſting of 
thejoy thereof,as a pledge or arliſpenny 

S in this life, of that felicitie which cannor 
* be made full while thislife beended , at 
the which time, we ſhal be repleit there- 
with in full meaſure and perfeRion. 
. This then we ſec, that the mercie and 
goodnes of the Lord, conſiſts in hauing 
pitic on ſuch as are in paine and miſe- 
ric; indeferring his puniſhments,venge- 
ance,and judgments: In modefying the 
ſame towards his ele& : In doing good, 
and ſhewing mercic , where none is de- 


ſerued 
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ſerved: In beſtowing his benefites, and | 
ſhewing mercie, where puniſhment and * 
death 1s deſerved: And not onely to ſhew,, 
mercie yato them that loues him, bur: 
vnto thouſands of their generation and 
poſteritic, tor their ſake: He abſtraRs noty 
alrogither his temporall benefites from 
his very enemies : butmakes the Sunto1 
ſhine, and the raine to powre downe or; 
the very reprobate. Therefore, this is his 
ſtyle: The Lord, the Lord, ſtrong, merci-: 
full,and gracious,ſfloweto anger, and a- 
* boundant in goodnes and trueth, reſer-. 
uing mercy for thouſands, forgiving ini= 
quitie, tranſgreſsion and finne, and nor | 
making the wicked innocent, viſiting the / 
iniquitic of the Fathers vpon the Chil. ' 
dren, and vpon the Childrens children, . 
vnto the third and fourth generation. I 
haue experience of the mercies of the 
Lord, whereforeI wil make them known 
ynto the poſteritic, thatall praiſe & glo- 
rie,may redound vnto him, through his 
dearely beloued Sonne Ieſus Chriſt, vn- 

tothe conſummation of the World, 


Aman. 


IN 
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d' In praiſe of his Inftice. . 
d* Tyſlice is a conſtit yprightnes in words 
W- 


Land in deedes. Iuſtice in words,is cal- 
It] jcd truth: which conſiſts in declaring the 
I verity of things paſt, preſenr,& to come, 
{ andin keeping of promiſes. Tuſtice in 
| deeds,is called righteouſneswhich con- 
04 fiſts in rendering vnto every Creature, 
1; thatwhich appertaines to him of righr, 
IS} and in rewarding every one according 
1-| to hisworkes, But in whome is this ju- 
| ice abſolutly to be found? Surely 1n no 
r-} creature, but in the Lord God of heauen 
4 onely, who is juſt in all perfection: For loh.r 5.16. 
| behold, * his ſpirit is called the ſpirit of &1613- 
Ie | trueth, which leads vsin all'trueth. The _ 
Lord cannot lie, faith the Apoſtle Panl. LL Ida 
- And the Pſalmiſt David ſaith , All the pgj* 77, 
waies of the Lord are mercie and truth. go. 
Andagaine he ſaith, O Lord thy worde 
indures for eyer,inheauen,and thy truth 
is from generation to generation. And 
againe, Irruſt in thy word, take not the 
word of trueth vtterly out of my mouth; 
 Thanedetermined to keep thy word: by 
Ehy precepts I haue gotten vnderſtan- 
ding, therefore I hate all the waits of 
falſhood. Thy worde isa Lanterne vnto 


"uy 
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my feet, and a light ynto my pathes, the 
word is proved molt pure. Farther, thi 
YET ſaith our Saviour Icſus Chriſt: Farther; 

- * ſanRife them with thy rrueth, thy word 
1s trueth; Nowe take heede to the pray 
 miſes of the Lord, which hee hath madg 
toour Fathers, and yee ſhall finde thenal 
4nviolablie kepr from the beginning off 
the World. Marke his promiſes made tot 
the firſt man Adam, to Evah, to Noe, toj 
Abraham, Iſaac,and Iacob,to Moſes, Io+4 
ſua, David,Salomon, & all the reſt of his 
ſervants from time to-time,and yee ſhall 
finde them in the ſcriptures to hane te 
ken effcR, in the time appointed, in the 
Lords ſecret counſell; yea oftimes whenf 
—_— not looked for,but were either 
miltruſted,or forgot of men. Look what 
was cither figured in the old teſtament, 
and ceremonial law of our SaviourTeſus 
Chriſt,or prophefied of him in the ſerip- 
tures by the Prophets: Bur the ſame was 
preciſely fulfilled by him and in himat 
is comming. So likewiſe , whatſocuer 
was foreſpoken by the Prophets of the 
Lord, was ſeeneto take efte& in the own 
time: And whatſocuer hee pronounced 
by etheir mouths; was itpromiles of be- 
nefites in his mercic , or threatnings of 


plagues 


I miſe of benefirs-vnder a condition(as he. 
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| plaguesin his judgment,wasever doubt 
& leſlic performed: When he madeapro- 


rd] did to certaine of the Kings of Iuda,and 
od Ifracll, if rhey would keepe his ſtatutes 


L and his lawes) ifthe condition was kept 


mi on their part, the promiſe tailed never 


& on the Lords parte. As concerning the 
d# threatnings of plagues to come, they ar 
d; cuer made,cither with an expreſſe con- 


oj 'dition, or with a tacite and quiet condi- 


2-1 where the threatnings of the Lord were 


| tion which they include;To wit, if repen- 
# tance followe not. And 1n very deede, 


contemned, the plague and puniſhment 
2} ſurely followed : But where the plague 


r wasprevented by repentance, theLord 


* didever avert the puniſhment, and ſhew 
mercie to the penitents. Now ſeeing all 
the promiſes of the Lord hath bene (6 
_ faithfully kepr,& hath taken ful effe& in 
_ theirowntime heretofore: May we not 
aſſure our ſelues, that the thinges which 
are foreſpoken by his ſpirit, ro come ro 
paſſe in the latter daies, and hath not as 
yer taken efſe&, ſhall likewiſe in the ple- 
nitude & fulnes of time, be vndoubted- 
ly performed: as the calamities and tri- 
bulations of the latter daies , the reſur- 

reQion 
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region of our bodies, the ſecond come 
ming of our maſter Chriſt Ieſus, the ge 
nerall judgement, the cyerlaſting joy of 
the cle&,and the eternabpaine ot the re 
probate. Na, doubtlesas the Lord liues 
all ſhall bee accompliſhed that hee hark 
ſpoken : For rhe words which-proceeds 
out of his mourh, returnes riever againg 
withour working: Heaven and carth ſhalf 
paſlc away, but one jote of his word ſhall} 
tiot faile. - - 
Asthe Lard is conſtant ahdtrueinhis 
words; ſo in his deeds heis likewiſejuſty 
and in his judgments righteous: For h 
never ſuffers. che wicked ta'paſle away 
ynpuniſhed;nor the rigbteousto rewaink 
varewanded. Is it not ſingular juſtice,tof 
preordinat that creature to.cternal dam? 
nation beforeic be borne, whome the: 
Lord by his:divine forknowlede, vader- 
Rands wilbe wicked?and yet fot to pro» 
nounce the doame & ſentence while the 
finne and witkednes be committed, to 
abe cfieR it may be knowne both to the = 
world.,and tothe commiutterthereof be» 
ing convicted by his owne Conſcience 
which ſlial be at the day of the penerall 
judgment? Is not the Lord juſt, that pu» 
ntſheth the ſeedof the wicked, a | 
third 
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A third and fourth generation, with tem- 
$ porall correRions : and will inno wiſe 
Y puniſh a man for an other mans offence, 
with everlaſting puniſhment?neither wil 
the Lord admitthe good deed of a man 
A for an other,({aue onely the ſatisfaction 
A of Icſus Chriſt, who is God of his owne 
| nature and ſubſtance) bur will haue eve- 
$ ry man to beare his own burden, and to 
$ receiue his reward, beit good or evil,ac- 
| cording to his works. The Lord is ſoju.it, 
F that he will not accepteicher repentance 
= or ſatisfaction for ſinne, but in the dewe 
time appointed therefore : That is, du- 
ring the time of this mortall life, for af- 
ter this life be ended, the time appoin- 
# ted for repentance is expired, our race 
" and pilgrimage 1s finiſhed and outrun. 
 Operfite juſtice of God , which puniſh- 
_eth man even by that ſame ſinne, vnto 
the which he is addi&ed and eiven. The 
bloodſ{hedder by blood, the whoremon- 
ger by whoredome; the+theefe by thefrs 
the drankard and glutton, by dranken- 
nes and gluttonie; the proud, by his own 
pride; the deceitful man, by deceit, the 
avaritious, by avarice; theenvious, by 
envy; andevery ſinne by ſinne, and man 
' by his owne iniquities, So juſt and righ-: 
| B tcous 


Mat.r6, 33 
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teous 1s the Lord , thathis juſtice could: 
not permit the ſinne of Adam andof E- 
nah to be vnpuniſhed : Bur of necefsiti 
it behoouecd his juſtice to be fully fari 
ed,both by laying on the juſt puniſhmee 
of ſinne, and bv receiving recompence, 
and ſarisfaQion for the ſinne : The juſt 
puniſhment of ſinne.is eternall death,& 
torment of body and ſoule:and the per- } 
fre ſatisfaQion for ſinne,is perfit obedi- 
ence to God, But foraſmuch as man was: 
vnable, either to ſuffer the one withour: 
his veter confuſion, or yet to render the 
ether being wicked & corrupted of na- 
ture: Forif hee had bene condemned to: 
eternal death, he could never haue riſen * 
againe: Or it he had promiſed perfite 0- 
bedience to God, hee could never have 
bene able ro fulfill bis promiſe. There- 
fore, the Lord of his infinite & free mer» 
cie, ſent his onely Sonne ITeſus Chriſt in 
the world, for the ſafetic and redempti- 
on of man, to do that for him which hee 
was not able todo for himſelfe : and all 
to theend, that the juſtice of God might 
be ſatisfied: To wit, he became a very na- 
turall man,ſubje& to natural infirmitics 
as we are, and being innocent and with- 
Out ſinne, hee ſuftered naturall deat 


hin 
his 
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his body,and the paine of hel in his ſonl; 
in the ſtead and place of all ſuch as be. 
teenes in him: who becauſe hee was the 
yery ſonne of God, by vertue of his god- 
head hee ouercame death, and the tor- 
'F ments of hel, & roſe againe within three 
f daies after his deceale. On the other 
+ part,ro make recompence and ſatisfaQi- 
' on to his father for the offence of man, 
; and ro purchalc life everlaſting ro him, 
which was propoſed by God vnto man, 
as it were,for the winning: In name and 


| behalfe of man,Chriſt Teſus obeyed the 


toe © bf FD &. 


| 


$ inall points, by keeping and obſerving 
* all his ſtatutes and commandements. In 
ſuch ſort, that by theſe two workes,thar 
15 to ſay, by ſuffering puniſhment, and 
making of obediece: The wrath of God 
was fully appeaſed, his juſtice fully ſari\- 
fied, and the redemption of mankinde 
fully accompliſhed : For the Lord hath 
accepted, and will accept the death and 
obedience of his ſonne, for the redemp- 
tion of al the faithful,and true beleevers 
inhim, as though the worke had bene 
done by them(ſclues. Therfore,albcit no 
man be able to keepe the commande- 


mentsof God, & conſequently, cannot 
o merit 
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will of his Father, and fulfilled the ſame 
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merite nor deſcrue everlaſting life: Nes 

_ .nertheles, that defire & diligence whidl 
the choſen Children of God hes tokee 
them, conjoyned with atrue beleefe 1 
Jeſus Chriſt , ſhall be impure vnto then 
as righteouſnes ,and (hall receine the re#F 
ward thereot , which is everlaſting lifeet | 
Becauſe(as I haue ſaide) our Redeemer, 
Teſus Chriſt hath kept al the Lords come! 
mandements, and hath merited the re«; 
ward of abſolute obedience for all tha 
beleeues in him. But for aſmuch as ma 
ſo long as heeis cled with fleſh & blood) 
cannot abſtaine from ſinne, nor cannotÞ 
be perficly purged from it, during thiss 
life: Herefore of neceſsitie, he muſt taſte 
of the reward of ſinne (for the Lord isſo 
juſt, rhat hee cannot leaue ſ{inne ynpun1- 
ſhed)To wir, of force he mult ſee, & taſte 
death of body with Chriſt; and ſee and 
taſte the tormen:s of hell in his ſoule, 
with Chriſt in like maner. But this 1s not 
the juſt reward of ſinne(which 1s eternal 
death and torment of body and ſoulc)It 
1s onely a remporall, and fatherlie cha- 
ſtilement, mixed with mercie, from the 
which Chriſt Teſus wil deltuer al the faith 
full: For he (hal ſuddenly reſtore the ſoul 
from paine to pleaſure,and ſhal raiſe the 
bodie 


PRAISE TO GOD. 22 


J body againe from death,at his laſt com - 

ming in the world: Becauſe hee hath al- 
ready ſuffered the juſt puniſhment .of ſin | 
for his ele&, even death and hell, which 1.Cor.ry. 
he hath overcome by vertue ofhis God- *&'* * 
# head,and divine power. And of this kind 
ect areall the troubles of the faithful in this 
r.} life, whether they be of the body, or of 
1»: the mind and (ſpirit; even gentle viſitatts 

| ons, & fatherly correcions, mixed withy 
| mercie, whichin the end ſhall ever re- 
dound to the glory ot the Lord that {ene 
them, and to their comfort and ſalvati- 
' on that ſuffers them, howe bitter ſoever 
ig* they appeare to be for the preſent, Bur 

the Reprobate whome Chrilt hath not 
o redeemed, and which cannot apprehend 
mercie through faith in him,(hal receiue 
the condigne puniſhment of ſinne, even 
everlaſting death, and torment of bodie 
and ſoul, according to the Lords juſtice, 
and ſhall be convict by their owne con- 
ſcience in.the day of his judgement, for 
breaking of his commaundements, and 
none fulfilling of his Lawe, 

Surely thou art juſt and righteous, O 
Lord, King of Saints: thy word is perfit 
trueth,thy commandements are juſt, thy 
pronules are true and conſtit, thy waies 
_ 3 are 
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are ſtraight, and juſtare thy judgments. 
Therefore, 1will beleeue thy word,I wih 
obey thy commaundements, I will rruſl 
. . ' 1n thy promiſes, 1 will walk in thy waies, 

Pal. 36.5- and Lwill reverence and teare thy judge-' 

ments: I will admire & praiſe thee with] 

my ſoule, wich my heart, and with my;$ 
mouth : For thy mercy reacheth vntaif 
the hevens,and thy taithfulnes vnto the; 
eloudes : Thy righreouſneſle 15 like the). 
mightic mountains,thy judgements ay 
Jike a great deepe: thou, O Inſt Iudge ot: 
the world, docit ſaue both man & beaſt. | 
Thy Name be magnified and praiſed by | 
the whole hoſt, and armie of thy Angels * 
in the heaven,and by the whole number 
of thy diſpearſed flock, and Saints vpon . 
earth,through thy only begotten Sonne 
Ieſus Chriſt,for ever more. Amen. 
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In praiſe of his Powes. 


AY be all power and ſtrength vnta 
the Almightie, to whome nothing 
11s impoſsIble: For, looke what his will is. 
to do, that hec is able todoe : And that 
which hee doeth nor, is not for lacke of 


pow? 
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power,but becauſe it is not his wil to do 
iS it. By his omnipotent power, hee hath 
Wl created all things of naught; he vpholds 
MA all things, hee 1s able to transforme all 
-© things, and to deſtroy all rhings at his 
F plealure. Some creatures hee hath made 
# ro be mortal,ſome immortal, ſome with 
ff a body without a fpirit, ſome with a ſpi- 
+ ritwithouta body, and ſome both with 

a body &a ſpirit. Of the creatures which 

# arc mortall, hee hath made ſome to {ub- 
# fiſt, and ro be onlie, but nor tohaue life: Genef..y 
«| As the Earth, the ayre,the water,the fire, 
'F the firmament, the Sunne, the Moone, 
*# & theſtarres,the which are bodies with- 
out ſpirits. Some of them hath both a 
being,and life, (as may appeare by their 
growing, for thatthing which is deade 
cannot grow )but hath no ſenſe nor fee- 
lI:ng:Asthe trees, the hearbs,the plants, 
the graſle,and the corne,which recetues 
their nuritoure of the earth , whereby 
they ſpring vp.,and growes to a perfeQti- 
on,and decaies in their own ſeaſon, And 
ſome mortal creatures not only ſubliſts, 
and hath a ſpirite, orlife yegerariue; but 
alſo hath alife ſenſetiue, even a body, & 
alwing ſoule or ſpirit: but yet it is void 
ofall reaſon and ynderſtanding:  - 
| 4 6 
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the Lord hath not created their ſouls.toy 
his owne Image, neither hath hee made 
their ſpirit immortal], but mortal, which 
dies togither with the mortall bodice: 
And in this rank, are al the brute beaſts, Y, 
as the fiſhes, the foules, the foure footed: 
ones,and every creeping thing. The im- !? 
mortall creatures hee hath made to be, .» 
and to ſubſiſt, to haue life,and to be par- ; 
ticipant of reaſon, but hath no growing 
nor decaying: For they are of oneim- 
mortal! ſubſtance, even ſpirits without þ 
bodies: Such as are the heavenly,and in- } 
fernall ſpirits,the good and the euill An- | 
gells. Finally, ſome creatures hee hath. } 
made, firſt to haue a being, nexta vege- 
tatiue or growiug life , thirdly a life ſen- 
fitive,and laſt a reaſonable ſoul: To wit, 
Man and woman onely : To whome hee 
hath given a mortall body made ofan 
earthly ſubſtance, and an 1mmorrtall ſp1- 
rit made of a heavenly ſubſtance, which 
hee hath created to his owne image and 
ſfmilitude, true, wiſe,juſt,and holy. This 
ſpirit or ſoule of man, liues in the bodie, 
& gies life to the body, ſolongas they 
remane conjoyned together: and being 
ſeperated from the body, the body dies 
andcurnes to corruption, but the oy 
. ues 
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Yhoes cternally by it ſelfe. Nevertheleſſe, 

Erhe time ſhall come,eve at the latter day 

Y of the general judgment, when the Lord 

Y (hal raiſe the body again, which ſhall live 

eternally , inſeþerably joyned with the 

I ſoulc: For in the beginning, the Lord or- 

* * dained the body of the firſt man, and of 

# all his poſterine, to be immorcall as well 

- 2 as the ſoule, but for his {inne, for tranſ- 

4 greſsing the commandement of God, It 

| behoofed him and al his poſteritie ro dy; Gen.a.19% 

| & to ſuffer the paines ofa bodily death: 

| Which death the Sonne of God our Sa- 

* viour Teſus Chriſt, hath overcome by his 

! reſurrection : Andatthe latter day ſhall 

likewiſe raiſe our bodies from death, to 

eternall life and felicitie, which beleues 

in him:But the Infidels & mif-beleevers; 

ſhall riſe to eternall death both of body: 

. and ſoule: yeaworſe nor death, for they 
ſhall ſuffer everlaſting torment of bndie 
and ſoule in hell for ever. All theſe are 
created by the almightie power of God, 
and had fome beginning,onely the Lord 
himſelfe the creator, 1s not created, but 
is without beginnivg, and ſhall be with- 

ont ending. And herein doth chiefly ap- 

; peare his wonderfull power, that he cre= 
atcd al theſe things of nothing, without 

paine 
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paine, without rravel,without cargong 
ly with a worde, onely in commaundini 
that it ſhould be, and at his command 
ment it was ſo. | . 

Now, like as by his omnipotent pow 
er, the Lord created all things:So by thy 
ſame power, he vpholds al his creatures; 
and makes them to endure, during the 
time appointed for them. The earth,and 
the mineralls within the earth , the wa# 


ters, the ayre, the meteours in the ayreþ 


the fire, the ccleſtiall ſpheers, the ſunneg 


the moone,the itarres, and all other cre 
atures without life, he hath ypholden by 
his mightic power from their firſt creag 
tion,vnto this day : and will make then 
toindure vnto the end of the world. Th 
erees, hearbs, plants, graſle, cornes, and' 
all things vegeratiue, he makes to conti«' 
nuc by progrefſe: For as they decayein; 
their owne time, hee makes the earth of: 
their ſeed, to bring forth others of theie 
owne kind, and ſhall do ſo vnto the end; 
Man and beaſt, which are creatures ſen« 
 faall, hee vpholds, and makes to endure 
by generation, and ſucceſs1on,every one 
in their owne kinde : Which ſucceſsion 
and propagatijou ſhall continue till th 


world be diffolycdLAnd his holy th 
$3; cs 
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$f he vpholds ina continuall bleſſed eſtate, 
withoac alteration, which ſhal ſo remain 
W afrentbis world be ended, tor ever. Bur 
W rbe vncleanc ſpirites, hee hath baniſhed 
i trom his face and preſence; whereby no 
Woe thor torment 1s great , and their 
52 eſtare miſerable: neyvertheles, for his own 
GY glory, and accompliſhment of his owne 
& work by them, as executors of his judg« 1 
4 ments, by bis power hee vphalds them, 
| and ſhall.ſo do to the latter daye of his 
judgement.And wjrhout this the vyphold 
$ and maintenance of the power of God; 
& Neither living thing, nor thing without 
& life,neither man,nor beaſt,neither good 
wo ſpirit, nor evil ſpirit, were moxe able to 
1 laſt and indure,nor they were able to be 
4d created without his, power:but would al 
is' decay, vaniſh away, and turne (yddenlie. 
in tonaught. _ bo 
; Let vsproceede, and conlidger, howe 
ie woonderfully theLord by hisalmighcie 
> power,transforms his creatures that are 
without life ſenfſitine: and how hee doth 
| alter andchange the appetites, the affe- 
19 tons, the harts; andintedtions af.crea- 
; turesliving. He transformes, and diflol> 
19 uethpartly, the drye carth., into water: 
The water, hedorkcyaporate into a_ 
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and the ayre, he ſubteliſes into fyre. Het 
Txo. 8,16, turned the duſt of the earth into lyce,'d 
'T the ſubſtance of the earth inro ſtone 
"| GUoa5.25 and divers mettells: hee turned bitr 
water into {weer,ſweet water into bitrery 
[ by the roots of trees & plants;hee turnet 
cold water into hote by the heat of Mi-# 
nerals, (alt water he purifies by the carth# 
Kxod. 7.19 4nd makes it ro becomecleare,freſh,and} 
{weet: Hee converted freſhe Rivers intois 
[ob.2.7. blood: and turned the water into wine}, 
Farther,itis eſteemed by the judgement}. 
5p of man;thar he turnes rhe-dry, heat,andy 
wi ſubtilereik; & exhillarions of the earth;?] 
| and of the waters; into windes, thunde-?. 
F rings, fireflauchts, lightenings, and co-'' 
mets: And the humide & grofle vapourg' 
of the earth, and waters; hee turnes into 
F cloudes,rayne,ſnowe, hatll,dewe, hoare- 
io froſt, and miſt:and thar in divers regions: 
| of the ayre, and in divers ſpaces of time, 
by the heat;moving;and influence of the 
- Sunne; and ſtarres, which moues inſati- 
antly about the earth, and waters. But 
herein man judgeth according vnto his: 
weake wir, and naturalt reaſon, whictrin 
this betiatſeis-burbiinde and deceiuca- 
ble: Alwaies alithefe meteours, 8&won- 
dertul works of God,which arc on h1 an 
at 1 ED al 
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-and'abouevs in the skies, are prepared 
and ſent by the Lord in ſuch places, and 
 arſuch times, as his divine Majeſtie doth 
think convenient. Moreover, he converts 
the dead carkaſes of beaſts, into liuing 
things:as in flies, midges, bees,and other 
*F creeping vermine: In ſuch ſort, that the 
corruption of a thing, would appeare to 
} be the generarion ot an other. Hee con- 
* yerts the hearbs, and cornes, and other 
-} paſtorage , wherewith the beaſts are ſu- 
# ſtained and fed , into the very ſubſtance 
4 of the beaſt that eats it: Tikewiſe, the 
+ food that man doth receiue, he converts 
-?. jtinto fleſhand blood, after a wonderful 
-'" manner. He makes the dead and rotten 
$ ſeed of trees, plants,and cornes,to grow 
yp and become perfit cornes,plants,and 
trees,in their own kind. And of the cor- 
rupted ſeede of man,and beaſt, he makes 
a man, and beaſts in their owne kinde, 
Woonderfully doeth he alter the inſtin- 
etions and appetites ot beaſts: For nowe 
he makes them to be fierce,nowe traQa- 
ble, now Irefull, now meeke,nowedule, 
and {tuped, and nowe of preat vivacitie 
and quicknes. As to the changing ofthe 
bodies, & harts of men,his power there- 
in may appeare moſt manifelt and ad- 

| mirable: 


Sen.19.26 


DISCOVRSES OF 


mirable: For the bodies he turnes fro 
health ro ficknes and diſeaſes; and agali® 
he turnes the ſicknes & the {ores then 
of,vnto health: Yea, he turned the bodi 
of Lots wife into a piller of ſalr. Now 
concerning the alteration of the hea 
of men,when he giues courage, nothing 
1s able to abaſe the heart of man: whe 
he ſtrikes the heart with feare , nothing 
1s able to giue him hardiment, bur bottk 
Arength & courage melts like vonrothel 
wax before the fire: Now, hee moues tht 
hearr with pitie, to be charitable; nowe 
he ſuffers the heart of man to be ſteiked 

vpand hardened, now is he humble;now$? 
15 heeproud, nowe pacient,nowe irefullF 
- nowe merctfull, now cruell, now merryg. 
nowe ſad, nowe religious and fervent in 
the ſervice of his God, nowe colde andF'* 
remitred in religion. But of allthe mo 
notable alterations that the Lord makes? 
in the heart of man, this is the principal; 
that by the power and ſecreet working: 


of his holy ſpirit, hee converts a ſenſual , 
vitious,finfull,and devilliſh nature: Into” 
a cleane, holy, godly,and good nature: 
giuing vato mian in place of evill cogita= 
tions,evill inventions,cvill inclinations, 
andcvill motions; all good inſpirations 

good 
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Sood inventions, good intentions,good 
ndeyours, and an earneſt defireto doe 
SWbod and to cſchewe evill , to hate and 
Mic ſinne, to loue and to followe righte- 
Mouſneſſc. 
3 Heretofore haue wee made mention 
pf the power of the Lord, in making, vp 
Sholding, and transforming of his crea- 
Stures: It reſts now to ſpeak of his power 
Jin deſtroying thinges in his anger and 
wrath.Firſt then, when the heavenly po= 
I wers,even the great Angell Lycifer, and 
Jalthc Angells of his ſe&, rebelled againſt 
Mrhbe majeſtic of God: with a word, in his 
fl yre, hee cjeRed them our of heaven,and , _ _ . 
jycaſt them downe from his preſence in 1140 ® 
;F the lower hells: Hee converted all their , 
Joy and glory,into ſorrow & miſeric;and 
# hath preparcd aneverlaſting fire where- 
in they ſhall be tormented in darkneſle, 
» there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of 
1... teeth; which paine is reſerved for them 
3 yntothe latter day,and comming of our 
> Saviour Ieſus Chriſt. At his rebuke, the 
3. carth became barren,and brought forth gen.,.1y:; 
, Nettles,thiſles,and bryars. In his yre he Gen. 5.ur. 
- opened the clouds of heaven , and pow 
, Ted out rayne fourtie daies ſpace : Hee 
£ made the Rivers to ſwell, the ſea tode» 
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bord over her preſcribed bounds,angl 
yerflowed the whole carth with wal 
lwd.r9 till man and beaſt, and all the fruztes 
139,  theearth were deſtrpyed. The carth « 
x.King. 19 Quake , the hilles did leape , the mow 
I, raines wererenr, and the rocks brok 
at his preſence. Thunderings,lightnin 
and fyrie cloudes , did accompany tt 
majelhe of the Lord. Man is notable 
abide his fearce wrath, no more nort 
drye ſtubble is able to reſiſt the conſt 
ming fire : For when the Lord pleaſet 
to deſtroy the body, there 15 no reſiſtad 
nor remedy there, but intollerable pail 
and ſudden death: When he liſtto irik 
the ſoul and conſcience, there 1s nothin 
there but feare and trembling, nothin 
but continual wanreſt 8 paine, nothit 
bur a liuely foreraſting of the terrours 4 
torments of hell, wirhour comfort. I 
this eſtate was Adam in Paradice afte 
he had broken the Lords commaunde 
ment,ay and while he was comforted o 
 theLord: Inlike maner, Cain after th@ 
murther of his brother Abell, ever vnr 
the houre of his death : Judas after he@ 
had betraied our Lord Teſus: And in this 
eſtate are al the devils & vnclean ſpiritsþ 
and ſhall be yato the end of the ror 
taat 


RAISE TO'GOD. 33 
that ſentence condemnator be ginen a- 
inſt them. The Lord in his wrath be- D 
Fefc.the proud, and blaſphemous Nabu-. an-4.49 ||} 
chadnezzar both of his kingdome, and | 
ynderſtanding:he was driven from men, 
and did cat graffeas the Oxen and his 
body was wet with the dewe of heaven, 
till his heares were growen as Eagles fe- 
thers, and his nailes like birds clawes, 
Y TheLord conſumed the proud Herode 
- with lice. Heedeſtroied the Sodomites 
YI with fyre & brimſtone: Corah,Dathan, 
My and Abiram,as they tebelled againſt Mo 
"YM ſes & Aaron, he made theearth to (wal- 
lowe them vp quick, with all their com-. 
© Plices, inthe ſight of all Iſraell. The &e 
© giptiansperſewing his people, hedeſtroi- 
ith the ſea, which hee made ar the 
ſuddaine cooverwhelme them: hee pla- 
JS gued them likewiſe, for lacke of water, 
"'Y which heturned all into blood: hee pla- 
*F gued them with Frogges, with lice, with 
es, with a mightie great murren: they 
'F were ſtriken with ſcabbe, with thunder, 
; haill,and ligbtenings: with Graſlſe-hop- Exod.1% 
SZ pers,with darknes:and al their firſt born 39. 
"SF ona night, at the houre of midnight, 
® were deſtroyed to death,wee knowe not 
* by whatmeanes or inſtrument, bot I 
C c 
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lie by the immediate power of the AR. 
 mightie-hand of God. Aﬀter the like ma 
ner,were Ananias, & Saphira his ſpouſ 
ſtriken with ſudden death, for lying vntl 
»Xingrs. the holy Ghoſt. The hoſt of Senacherib 
35. the Lord of Hoſts deſtroyed on anight 
2.Sam.24- With the {word : The Iſraclites with th 
I. peſtilence,for the offence of David thei 

King; which for their ſfinne was ſtirred vp 

1King.13., by God tonumber them: And hee con! 
founded them with famine in the daiet 
of Ahab. The Lord madethe ſtrong walt 

? of Iericho, to fall at the blaſt of Rammg 
hornes:and at the time ofthe paſsion off 
our Lord Ieſus Chriſt;the vailfof the Te-j 
Mat37:5! ple of Ieruſalem rent in pecces;the dead} 
bodies of holy men and women roſe out) 

of the graucs, and were ſcene walking ini 
theſtreets; the Sun loſt his light, in ſuch 
ſorr,that there was nothing but darknegj 
throughout the whole carth. For during} 

the ſaide ſpace,there was a generall Ex 

clipſe of the Sunne, contrary roall natus 

rall reaſon, ſeeing his Eclipſe is never vs 
niverſall, but particular, in a partofthg 
earth.And in very deed at the latter day 

when the Lord Teſus ſhall appeare in th@ 
clouds , all fleſh ſhall be deſtroicd in aq 
znſtant: The heavens alſo, andthe cart 
| | 


KA... 
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the elements and allthat1s therein, ſhall jp; 66.24; 
melt and be conſumed with fyre: And in 2.Per.3, 
the twinkling of an eye, the Lord ſhall 23+ 
raiſe againe from death by his mightie 
power; all men and women that ever 
took life,at the laſt blaſt of the rrampet: 
And (ball create new heavens, and a new 
earth, which never ſhal decay. Therefore 

$ to this fmightic maker, mantainer , mo- 

F ver,and deſtroyer of all creatures in hea - 

F uen or in earth, at his pleaſure; be all 
praiſe and glory for ever. eAmer. 
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it! In Praiſe of his Providence. 
ai | B- vs praiſe the Providence, and wiſ- 


dome of the Lord, from whome all 
 providence,and widome doth proceed, 
as fromthe livelie ſource and fountaine 
# thereof.By his providence & preſcience, 
t he foreſceth and hath foreknowledge of 
all things before they come to paſſe:and 
F by his wiſedome hee diſpoſeth and pre- 
{ pares for every thing as ſeemes good in 
& his eics. Hee hath ſo well provided, and 
q- ordained things in nature, that all the 
» aRions of the good or evill ſpirits,al the 
6 2 thoughts, 


Mart.2 5.4! 


cheleſſe, they redonnd all inthe endtol. 
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thoughts,words,and deeds of men, and 
all things which he hath created; howeft. 
diſfonent, and farre contrary to his will 
how wicked, how vaine, howe ſuperflu« 
ous, howe confuſed and intricate, howg 
;mpertinent and vnlikely ſoever they ap 
peare to be in the ſight of man : Nener 


his glory, to the comfort and falvationls 
of his ele&, and to the ſhame and confue 
fion of his enemies. For albeit the im«f 
perfit knowledge of man, be not able tc 
render a reaſon for every thing that thej 
Lord workes : Notwithſtanding all his| 
works are wrought to a certaineend,for| 
he neither workes,nor hath created any! 
rhing jn vaine,or without cauſe.He fore-; 
ſawe from all eternitie,that Lucifer wold' 
rebell; and therefore hee prepared the 
helles for him. He knewe it to befor his 
glory and honour, to preordinate ſome. 
to ſalvation, & ſome to condemnation?! 
The damned and reprobar are ever ſtill! 
wicked,and therfore are inexcuſable be- 
fore God: On the other part, the choſen| 
children of God , being renewed by the 
holy ſpirit, hath ever an inclination and 
intention to do good, and ſo hath both 


the teltimonic of a good conſcience,and 
| | the 
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work of mans redemption, through the 


PRAISE TO GOD: 


| the teſtimonic of Gods ſpirit, that they 


are juſtified through the death of Ieſus 
Chriſt. The glory which the Lord recei- 
ueth in condemning the wicked, is this: 
Firſt, his mercie appears the greater to- 


F wards the Ele&, whome he hath prede- 

| ſnare to ſalvation, ſeeing they haue de- 
F ſerved no more nor the 
F foretheir cleQion; but onelic of the free 
$ mercie of God, without any merites on 
{ their part,were choſen to ſalvation. On 
| theother part, the Iuſtice of the Lorde 
| ſhines clearlie, in caſting away of ſome: 


eprobat, be- 


For all the reprobates whome hee hath 
forſaken,are evill and wicked;and there- 
forerecciues a juſt reward for their wick 
ednes. The Lord foreſawe the fal of man, 
before hee fell: And therefore by his in- 
comprehenſible wiſedome, he prepared 
his owne Sonne Ieſus Chriſt for his re- 
demption: which couldno otherwiſe be 


' accompliſhed, without the prejudice of 


the juſtice of God:as alſo, he knewe that 


blood of his owne ſonne, to be moſt for 
his glory, and wold moſt manifeſtly de- 
clarc his ſingular lone & mercy towards 
mankinde. Hee foreſawe likewiſe,thart it 
wasgood to make man, and therefore 


3 


his 
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his divine wiſdome prepared a dwelling 
place for him,even the tace of the earth: 
and ordained the firmament,the ſea and 
al that is in them for the vie of man: Fo 
all creatures 1n heaven, in the earth, and 
in the ſcaare predcſtinate to ſerue many 
and man to ſerne God. Woonderfull i 
that providence, and ſingular is that ors 
der and Lawe, which the Lord hath ſee 
downe to his creatures: which is alſo in4 
violablic obſerved,and kept by themal. 
except man : whoſe ingratitudeis ſuch} 
that albeit the Lord hath moſt largelie} 
beſtowed his benefits vpon him never-J_ 
theleſſe, hce is moſt rebellious and diſo- 
bedient to his maker,of all other mortal? 
Creatures. | 
The order (Iſay)and Lawe, which the: 
Lord hath ſer downe at the firſt creation | 
of his workes,we may behold and ſee to: 
be this. The heavens and higheſt firma- 
ment is a large globe,and comprehends | 
all the reſt of the celeſtial ſpheeres with 
init, as alſo'the foure elements, and all: 
that is contained therein. The Sunne is a 
eat lJampe of light, anda fountaine of 
eat, which hatha continual! progreſle, 


and regreſle in the heavens, within a cere. 


eaine bounds from the South ynto the 
tm North 


PRAISE TO GOD. 35 


North, which it doth not exceede : And 
F by this accefle and receſle, by this going 

| & comming, the time 1s devided in hot, 
cold, and remperate ſeaſons: It compaſ- 
ſeth alſo the hevens abour from the eaſt 
to the weſt, and devides the lightfrom 
darkneſſe : For in that part of the earth 
where the ſunne ſhines, there is the light 
& which is called day: Andin the partop- 
4 poſed , where the Sunve is abſent, and 
F where the ſhadowe of the earth doth co- 
F ver the face and fuperfice thereof, rhere 
FF is darknefſe which is called night : And 
F this nighris alſo governed by lefle, and 
| more obſcure lights; as by the Moone & 
| the ſtarres. O how admirable a thing it 
is, to conſidder the number, order, and 
brightnes of theſe lights! For we ſee the 
bewtie of the ſtarrie firmament , of the 
Sunne, Moone,and ſtarres, and wee ob- 
ſerue their conſtant courſe and mouing: 
But of what ſubſtance they are made, 
from whence they receiue ſuch ſhining 
brightnes:or what their force and influ- 
encels heere vpon carth, andincarthlic 
things, we know not certainlicgbut muſt 
confeſſe our ignorance, and imperfite 
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knowledge heerein, ſeeing our weak wit 
1s notableto attaine yato it, To go for- 


4 
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ward, 
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warde, the clouds are prepared ro con4 


- rainethe raine, the ſnowe,and the haill;#* j 


which they powre out 1n their appoin<f 
ted times and ſeaſons: And the mightie 
windes, which the Lord raiſeth, and ape 
peaſeth as he liſt, are appointed to carie 
the clouds of rayne, ſnowe, and of hail 
where it pleaſeth him : They purifie thi 
groſle ayre, and driues away the conta« 
gious miſt,they exſiccar and dries vp,the 
extreame humidirie and weaknes of tha 
earth, after aboundance of rayne; they 
cleanſe the outwarde corruption of the 
trees,plants, and fruites of the groundy 
the ſhippes and veſſels ordained for Na<f? 
vigation,arec tranſported & puſhed tho- 
row the tempeſtuous ſeas by them, they 
ſeperate the chaffe, & light ſuperfluitie, ' 
from the wheat and good corne, and re-. 
freſheth the bodies both of man, and of | 
the beaſts. | 
The Lord hath conveniently diſtin- 
puiſhed the clements, and hath provided 
commodious habirations for al his cre- 
atures: For the ſubtill fyre occupies the 
higheſt place; and the ſecond place is a- 
{cribed tothe ayre, which compaſſeth 
thecarth and waters round about: The 
earth and the waters beingjoyned togi- 


thee 
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$ ther in a round maſsiue lump, are ſituar 
* inthe midſt of the ample firmamenrt,and 
being the centre thereof, are equally di- 
ſtant at al parts from the circumferencet 
They make bur 2 ſolide globe, and yer ; 
are ſeperate in ſuch ſort , that the one is Genel. r.p 
not offenſiue to the other; For the Lord 
commanded the warers,; which overflow 
$ cd the whole force of the carth, to retyre 
themſelues togither in one heape, that 
the face ofthe carth might be diſcovered 
for man and beaſt todwellin. And pre- 
# ſcribed a bounds to the ſeas, which they 
# do not paſſe, but containes themſclues 
f within their owne marches. The earth is 
| the habitation of men,of the fowls, and 
.. of the foure footed beaſts : And the wa» 
ters are appointed for the fiſhes. The 
| Lord hath prepared for the ſuſtentation 
'® of man, the plants,& fruits of the carth; 

| the fiſhes of the ſea, the beaſtes ofthe 
; field,and the fowles of the ayre: For his 
| drink, hee hath provided the ſtrongand 
| delitious wines, and the freſhe waters, 
| which runnes every where through the 
earth,redy at hand to ſernehim ar need: 
For his apparell, the skinnes of beaſtes, 
the wool! of the ſimpell ſheepe , and the 


pretious ſuks woondertully wrought 
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man isdecored,preſerued trom the heath , 


on, ſaue onely the beaſts, and fowlesa- 
quatikes: And that which 15 awoon 


DISCOVRSES OF | 
the licle wormes , whereby the body 0 


in Sommer,and trom the cold in winter 
For his fewall, the trees of the fielde,anc 
the combultibill marterialls of the earth 
To delight his cies, every bewtitul thing 
in heaven, and in thecarth: To delight 
his eares, the {weet harmony of voices 
a({well vttered by the birds and fowls oh 
the ayre, as by men and women inſtru« 
Red in the art of muſick,and the pleſang 
melodie of.muſicall inſtraments: To de4 
light the ſence of ſmelling,rhe ſweet flo 
wers, and ſimpilles, & the pretious ode 
riferant odours of the Apoticary : Andif 
finally,to delight his mouth, every ſavo-} 
ric,and pleaſant thing cat-able, are pro« 
vided, whether he delight in ſowre, fell, 
bitrer, or ſweet thinges. The fiſhes hath'!. 


_ their foode prepared in the lowe caverns! 


of the deep;but the fiſhes ravenous feeds | 
on theyre of other fiſhes. The Lord hath | 
ſo diſpoſcd their bodies, & ſcailly skins, | 
that the extreame coldnes of the waters 
15not hurtfull vnto them; the vehemen- 
cie of the which cold, no other creature 
wereableto abide without interempti- 


der- 
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C full work of God, paſsing all vnderſtan- 
3 ding,that ſeeing no creature which hath 
breath of life, is able toremain any long 
WJ ſpace within the waters vnſuffocat; yec 
© the fiſhes which hath breath of life, are 
T ſatisfied with ſolirle & ſubrill ayre, that 
in the glenes of the raging ſeas, they: 
live ſecurely, and in the bottomethere- 

$ of ſpawnes their Rownes, and brings 

J forth their young ones. The fowles are 
T fed with the fruits of the ground,except 


PRAISE TO GOD. 


ſuch as are of pray,which feeds vpon the 
fleſh of other fowles:In the ſtormie win- 


ter, when the clowds powre downe ſnow 
in extreame thicknes, which the impe- 
' tuous windes toſts to and fro,in a terri- 


| ble manner; In ſuch ſort, that the whole 
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face of the earth is covered with ſnowe: 
Nevettheles, the Lord provides,and lets 
not one of the leaſt of theſe birdes lack 
her ſuſtentation: Hee hath decked their 
bodies with faire and pleaſant feathers, 
and hath given vnto them ſwift and a- 


| gile wings, wherewith they flic ſpeedely 


through the ceſsill ayre , and mighrie 


' windes, which neither man nor other 


beaſt can do,nor counterfet by any kind 
of invention. The peaceable beaſtesof 
the fteld,are fed with the grafle, & fruits 


of 
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them in their owne kindes: The ge 
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of the ground, but the ravenous beaſteg 
feeds on their pray. The Lord hath preY 
pared hoals, denns,& caverns for them | 
and hath giuen naturall armour, as 
were,cven hornes,pyks,and thick sking 
to ſome of them for their defence. Wo 
derful is that diverſitic of ſhapes,and na 
turall inſtintions among the living cre 
tures of the Lord: To wit, betwixt men} 
filhes, fowles, foure footed beaſtes, anc 
creeping things: as alſo among them 
ſclues in their owne kind. Man is concet- 
yed in his mothers belly , and there re- 
mainestill he receiue the perfit ſhape of 
aman : The fiſhes comes firſt toorth in 
rowans, and thereafter with proceſlc off 
time takes the forme ofa fiſh: The fowls! 
laies their egges,& of the (crynde there« 
of is the bird formed , it is covered and! 
kept warme by the mother in the ſhell, 
till it come to perfe&ion. The foure foo- 
ted beaſt is perfited in the mothers bel-' 
lieas man is, but not in the like ſpaces 
And ſome of the creeping things comeg | 
of corruption only, ſome onlie by gene- 
ration, and ſome both by generation & 
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corruption. 


But nowe let vs come to every one of 
nera- 
e108 


PRAISE TO GOD. 


& tion of all men is alike, their birth like- 
A wiſc isall alike, and being vnable after 
£ their birth for other ſuſtentarion , the 
Lord hath provided the milk of the Mo- 
thers breaſt for them al: And albeit, they 
Y be moſt brutiſh, ignorant, & vnmeet for 
F any other worke immediatly after their 
F nativity:Nevertheles, by the providence 
J of God, they cleaue to the pappe with 

ſuch promptitude , and ſucks with ſuch. 
Y dexteritie, that many men ofperfkit age, 
and ripe vnderſtanding cannot doe the 
4 like. But paſsing forward in yeares, the 
J difference, both of the diſpoſition of the 
bodies of men , and inclination of their 
# hearts, is notable and great : For ſome 
{ are ofa high,ſome of a low ſtature: ſome 

' are bewrifall , ſome vnpleaſant : Some 
: trong,ſome weak: ſome aguill, ſome hea- 
vie: ſome ſwift, ſome ſlowe: Bur chiefly, al 
men are ſeene to differ in viſage,in voice 
 andin writing. On the other part,they 
areas farre different in inclinations, as 
. incomplexions: For ſome wil be devour 
and religious, ſome prophane and moc- 
kers of religion : ſome will bewiſc and 
verteous, others fooliſh & vitious: ſome 
willdelight in that which is diſpleaſant 
' toanother; one will loue that _ 
Orncrt 
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other hates :. one will be terrified wh 
that which incourageth another;one wiifl t! 
rejoyce of that which makes an othg 
ſadde,and ane will hope for that, where 
of another is alrogither diſpaired: By 
who would obſerue the fabrickand coz 
ſicurion of mans body, they ſhall find 
{o carious and woonderfully wrough 
that there is no Montar or Clock, nor 6 
ther artificiall worke wharſocyer , thi 
conſiſts of ſo many divers payts and pat 
ticles, nor is ſo ſubtely wroughtr,as it is 
Conſider his fleſhe, h1s blood. his diu 
ſortes of bands the Skinne, the marrow 
the veines, the ſennowes, or arteirs, tly 
muſculls, the fleame,the pituite,the co 
lar,and melancholious humoors , wil 
their offices and fun&ions: and (| uch lik 
all the members and parts of the bodig] 
which are compoſed of theſe, aſwell t x 
mrralles. as the exterior members,wha 
their offices are, and howe wonderfully 
they make their daily operation , whick 
the wiſedome of the Lord deviſed, ang 
made onely with a word: In conſideraris Þþ 
on hereof (I ſay) wee ſhall be compelled} 
roacknowledge the Creator to be afine} 
gular artificer, we ſhall admire the wiſcs. 


Gam and providence of the moſt _-+] 


PRAISE TO GOD. Mm 


K and vtter his glory with great exclama- 
A cions. The ancient Phijobphers & Sear- 
chers out of the ſecrets'of nature, alled- 
 geth the body of man tobe formed after 
M the Parrone,and to the fithilitude of the 
& whole world: Tn ſuch {ort,thar they wold 

affirme nothing to be eicher in the hea- 
yen, in theearth,or in theſed;butr the like 
1s repreſented proportionally in the bok 
dic of man: for the which cauſe rhey cal- 
led it,thelefle or little: world. 'Let vs go 
J forward to the beaſts: who would deepe 
© lic conſider the divers'formes & narutes 
g of filhes, from the littk'prene, to the 
great Whale: Of the fowles,from the 1t- 

W tle wrene,to the ravethhus Eagle: Ofthe 

& four footed beaſts, fdiifthe fillieimonſs 
| tothe pleaſant Vnicorne;; md ſtrong E- 
x lephant: Of the vermine'and creeping 
& things, from the litle Ciron4o the otcar 
8 Serpent; orfrom the litle midge ; tothe 
j -bee that makes her'hony & heny comb: 
wy Who would conſidder (I fay;) al theſe 

things,they ſhould bemoteconfufed, & 
j4 aſtoniſhed through admiration, tior able 
$ to diſtinguiſh and'exaGtly rodeſcribe the 

-} ſame.Moreover, who would prefume or 

 Intendtodeclare, after what manner afl 

,' 'thele creatures doth procreatand brinjg 

| forth 


a? DISCOVRSES Ot ' 
- forth their young ones in divers ſpaced. 
what is theconſtitution of their bodice 
the divers infirmities & diſeaſes wherg 

vnto they arc {ubje&, the divers kind 
of cures and remedies which the Lo! 
hath provided for them, and by his ſir 
gular wiſdome,and bounty, hath taug 
the very brute beaſtes to vie for the 
ownereliefe : Suchlike, the divers pet 
ods of the life and age , which hee 
ordinarilic appointed forevery kinde 
his creatures, their divers inſtintion 
the amitie and enimitie, ſympathie, a 
antipathie, (chat is toſay, the concor 
and diſcord of natures)which is among 
them, it ſhuld axiſce to ſuch a reckoni 
that bragge whagqen liſt, they ſhe 
finde thercin no finall end, nor per 
accompliſhment. i 
What ſhall we nowe ſay ofthe thing 
yegetatiue, and of things without lif 
even this certainly,thatthe mightie pri 
vidence, and the inſearchable wiſdorn 
of the Almightie,doth evidently appeal 
in them all. For if we deſcend inthe by 
wels and vaines of the earth , there ſha 
wefinde hid, as inatreaſure, themet 
and mineralls in their owne order. Ti 


, . 


| PRAISE TO GOD, 
WM the mother of perle, the gold, the filver, 
S braſſe, latren, copper, lead, yron, ſtecle, 
antimonic,quickſilver,brimſiane, coall, 
chalk, keill, tree-ſtone,and quhin, marle, 
plaſter,clay,and the peits: Whoſe bewty 
may be ſeene, their wonderfull proper+- 
ties likewiſe, hath bin partly experimen. 
| 8d, and howe neceſſary they are tothe 
daily vie and helpe of mankinde, itis ſo 
anifeſt, thar it needes nodeclaration, 
the ether part, if wee contemplate 
and obſerue the face and ſuperfice of the 
earth, ſhall wee not there ſec the graſle, 
& flowers of the field, the plants, cornes, 
vines, and thetrees? which the Lord hath 
likewiſe indewed with ſingular bewrie, 
and vertve, wherofthere is ſome known, 
7 and ſomelatenrand rnknown. Salomon 
3 Caich our maiſter Chriſt) in all his glory 
| 1s not apparelled,as the Lord by his pro- 
= widence hath apparelled cheLillie. Their 
litelic cullours of whice, redde, yellowe, 
greene, and bleve, aredelcRQabletothe 
A epcs: and their divers (ortes of odours 
| maſt pleaſant co ſmell: for the which 0- 
| we haueno proper names nor ap- 
| peHarions: Their raſtes are agreable and 
gs comfortable tothe body, whereof there 
ſome ſweet, (ome ſowre, ſome bitter, 
— D ſome 
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ſome fell, and ſome ſo compoſed & pare 
ticipatit ofa part, orof all theſe taſtes3 
that it cantiot be expreſſed. As touching 
their vertue, not only is there great vet? 
tue lurking in the whol body of the fim4 
ples: bur alſo in every part ofthem,as'iil 
the root, in the ſtalk, in the bark or skin, 
in the leafe, in the ſappe, or juyce, in thg 
flowre or flurice, in the frure,in the ſtorid 
of ſtony fruits; in the ſhell of ſhell fruirsg 
and in the ſeed. The wiſe Salomon wrote? 
of the nature of them, even from the lit<, 
tle Hyſope vnto the great Cedar tree off 
Libanon, but the works periſhed, an&} 
nor extant. LO = 

| As concerning the concordance thaty 
is berwixt the things abone'in the hes«; | 
vens, and the inferior herebelow on the | 
earth (as betwixt the ſunne, and the reiÞ} | 
of the plannets, the fixed ſtarres, the clee | 
ments, the brute beaſts, the ſimpills,an | 
the mineralles) the braine ofman i1 
bene buſied much therein, but his-know: | 
ledge is darke and obſcurethereof : Itig/ | 
thoughr that the perfit knowledg there- | 
of was given by the Lord ro the firſt man | 
Adam , who gaue names vnro all crea«i | 


rures in heaven and earth; And being alÞ 
created for his yſc,did impire oyer them! 
WR as 
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d PRAISE TO GOD. 54 
$ 2s their Lord & governour.But through 
* his fall and offence, hee loſt that perfite 
* knowledge of thinges contained in na- 
# ture,8& that abſoJut power in comman- 
F ding the reſt of the creatures: ſinne then 
8 hath brought in ignorance, ſorrow, and . 
| thraldomeinthe world: Nevertheles,he 
who is all providenr, bath alſo provided 
MW aSaviour, even his own ſonne Chrilt Ie- 
ſus,to take away the ſinnes of the world. 
Yet mans ignorance, corruption, & mi- - 
| ſerie doth remaine, and ſhall norbe pl. --.;.. 
# lic taken away,ſo long as he is cled with 
8 the old man, that is, with fleſh & blood: 
© But being diſſolved and renewed, the 
if vnderſtandipg of man ſhal be Uluminar; 
> ſanRified,and made perfit.To conclude, 
'F The Lord hath provided, provides daily, 
»| and ſhall provide vnto the ende of the 
*f world for his owne ele: He hath provis 
| ded his Angels to watch over them: hee Plal.347. | 
| hathprovided from time to time Kings, &51- 11 
| Judges,and Rulers in his Church, to go- 
'| vernecivillie,as his Lieftenants vpon the 
| earth, according vnto his commaunde- 
| ments:Andin like maner, he hath raiſed 
vp Prieſts, Prophets, Apoſtles,Paſtors, 8 
Miniſters, to rule ſpiritually, to detlare 
us will, and to preach bis word vnto bis 
anal . 2 np Ut 2 pcopte n 
m 23 
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&>  DISCOVRISES OF | 
R people,vnrill the rime, rhat hee come 
raigne immediateche by himſcife perſo 
Genef 22, Pally preſent. He provided a Rammefe 
13, Abraham, whowasreadyto inmolant 
his Sonne Iſazc: Hee pronded he-Ark 
Gen.6.13, for Noe, atthe time of the deluge : 
ovided warer, quhails, and manna fu 
is children Iſrael inthe Deſert: He pre 
5 .. vided foode for Eljah by the Raven , by 
_ | the Angell, and by rhe Widdowe of $a. 
: rephra,in time of extreame famine: Heeſ 
Luke.4.:6 provided water for the King of Iuda, IR} 
rac}ll,and Edom ,goimg ed perſew Meſtu, 
King of Moab: He provided a Whate ty 
receiue lonath, being caſt in the Qtorinidh 
Sea: Andhe hath provideda place inh 
kingdome, where his choſen children 
ſhallraignewith him im joye, anderoria. 
King glory Hetefore, let vs not fret with 
ont ſelues;nor bediſmuid, albeir ouraR | 
faires ſeep never ſofitre out of orders | 
albeit things-g0 never fo farre contraty| 
roour heart, and defire:nlbeit things by 
never (ſo etlikly: and defperarin cron 
fight, and in che navuiral) jedpement ff 
all men; Bur ter vspartently ſuffer; and| 
ſabmitour ſeloes al whollytotheTords 
will : For although weeſte net theonts | 


tenoritive efthings et the Lord feevY 
» _— 


6 £_L.YT.24. Amie 
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PRAISE TO GOD is 
farther nor weſce:Ler vscaligq mind bie 


wonderfull workes, and loving 
kow ofthe hach ce 
delivered his own, far by the:8þpearkioe 


2nd cxſpetationof men-(irhetcof was 
haue nowe given ſome examples) and 
this ſhall worke a gredtpartrence & com- 
fort in vs: &1f we this patience, we 
ſhal alſo getexperience of Gods good- 
neſſe,as the holy fathers had: and being 


;Y 


of faith. Day | dts (rudged,and ppm, * 
fretted wit hunient, wacty aw things 3.22. 7 
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'o contrary Ws heger; (fl could nor | 
Kon th y. ” hep wed ut when he | 
ynderſtood the cavle, ſaw the end there- 
of,and found things come to paſſe as he | 
would haue wiſhed,far by his exſpeQati- | 
on: then he confeſſed, that all his impa- 
riencie proceeded of ignorance,and tha 
into that point he wasa beaſt: Let every 
one of vs do the like, and conſidder,that 
all is the Lards worke, that hee will ever 
provide forhis owne, * better than they Fphe.z.40 
can ask, and better than they can think: ys. 

For he hath ſaid it, * and his ſayings are »5.z5. 
infallible, hee is conſtant aud true 1n his 
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promiſes ,-andrhere is no end with his: 
mercie and compalsion. To this greate 
God, Incorra ble, inſcrucable, ineſti-. | 
mable,and i iſcrivable; and ro his im- 
maculatLambeour Saviour Ieſus Chriſt 
be all laude, honoar, and glory 
in every place, forever. 
Amen. 
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